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but have to realize that there 
are always a small percentage 
of students who might abuse 
the privilege of getting on these 
websites or be confronted by 
online predators. 
 
Can you share with us an 
instance of successful  
collaboration? 
 
Collaboration is key to having 
teachers view the Media  
Specialist as an important part 
of the teaching staff.  We have 
to always look  for new  
creative ways to assist  
teachers with project-based 
assignments.  Using SKYPE for 
students to communicate with 
other schools around the world 
can be incorporated in a variety 
of ways in all curriculums.  
 
On a lighter note:  When 
the workday is done, what 
do you like to read? 
 It is important to stay on top 
of what students are reading, 
so I make a point to read the 
popular fiction titles. This year 
it has been the Twilight series 
by Stephanie Meyer.  I  also 
recently finished Meyer’s first 
adult novel The Host.  I have 
read more vampire books this 
year than I hate to admit.  Al-
though I didn’t particularly like 
The Historian, I had to finish 
this historical fiction novel be-
cause one of the characters 
was a Vampire Librarian! ;- ) 
  
Thank you, Judy, for your 
wonderful contributions to 
the profession! 
In your capacity as a  
professional librarian, what 
aspects of your job bring you 
the most joy? 
 
I get joy in finding ways to  
integrate technology into the 
curriculum.  Just this week I  
familiarized myself with Shelfari 
(www.shelfari.com), a social  
network site for people who love 
books.  It allows users to create 
book reviews or participate in 
blogs discussing the books 
they’ve read. 
 
After familiarizing myself with 
Shelfari, I informed the Kearney 
High School teaching staff about 
this website and encouraged 
them to join.  Future plans are to 
incorporate Shelfari into our  
Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) 
program by having students read 
what teachers say about the 
books they’ve read and hopefully 
have the students share their 
reads with the Shelfari audience. 
 
Please note that Shelfari is a  
social network.  I am in the  
process of checking to see if this 
site is school age appropriate. 
 
I would be remiss if I didn’t also 
say I enjoy facilitating research 
for students.  What an exciting 
thing to be a Media Specialist in 
the Information Age when finding 
information is both satisfying, but 
also requires knowing how to be 
a good consumer of information.   
Sometimes I feel like an  
information detective.  I am  
applying more of an inquiry  
approach to my project/research-
based assignments.  I want my 
students to be able to think, 
and so it is a challenge to find 
projects that require the stu-
dents know the information 
and also be able to apply this 
information to an assignment 
using critical thinking skills.  
 
Please discuss one personal 
characteristic that you feel 
has contributed to your      
success as an Information 
Professional. 
 
Media Specialists who love 
their job have to be self-
starters and accepting of 
change.  They need to know 
how to advocate for their  
program by being a valued 
resource for the teaching staff.  
This happens when teachers 
see what the self-starting  
Media Specialist can do for 
them in meeting their curricular 
needs.  The job changes every 
day, and a self-starting Media 
Specialist must stay on top of 
technology by looking for ways 
to increase student learning.  If 
you think you know everything 
there is to know in this  
profession, you should make 
plans to retire, because  
everything changes so quickly. 
 
What one issue should  
future librarians be  
prepared to  address? 
 
I still struggle with opening up 
the school Internet filter to 
allow students access to online 
email accounts, Wikipedia, and 
other social networks such as  
Facebook and My Space.  I am 
an advocate of making these 
sites available to KHS students, 
Advice from the Frontlines— 
Judy Henning - Director of Media Services 
Kearney Public Schools 
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UNO Library Science  
Graduate Assistant at 
bkratt@unomaha.edu 
What is your education /  library / 
professional background? 
 
I earned my Elementary Education  
degree and ELL Endorsement from 
Wayne State College, my Masters in 
Educational Technology from Peru State 
College, and now I am working on my 
Library Media Endorsement from UNO! 
I have been a classroom teacher for 
twelve years teaching junior high  
English and social studies the first three 
years. The last nine years I have been a 
5th grade teacher and high-ability  
coordinator. 
 
What is on your reading list?  What 
are your favorites?  Your  
recommended?  Your want to read 
lists? 
 
I love reading books that showcase  
perspectives different from my  
background and those that make me 
feel/think. On my table right now are 
Tony Dungy’s Quiet Strength, John 
Wooden’s Wooden on Leadership, and A 
Higher Standard of Leadership: Lessons 
from the Life of Gandhi by Keshavan 
Nair. As for my favorites, if it is a John 
Grisham or Jodi Picoult title, I read it. 
Period. I also am a James Patterson fan, 
for both myself and for students. My 
recommended list for YA: Scott  
Westerfeld’s Uglies series, Roland 
Smith’s Peak, Jeff Kinney’s Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid, and Markus Zusak’s The 
Book Thief. My want to read list is  
literally pages long, so I won’t bore you! 
   
What professional journal or article 
have you read and would  
recommend?  Why? 
 
I have recently discovered School  
Library Journal. I actually read it online 
because it is so user-friendly. The book 
reviews are super and I find tons of 
ideas I am saving when I actually get to 
work in a library each day. The  
technology pieces are awesome and I 
immediately try the ideas presented 
every time I read an article.  It is my  
favorite! 
 
What do you do in your “down time”?  
Do you have any hobbies?  How do you 
relax? 
 
My husband and I are the proud parents of 
three boys: Preston (11), Auston (8), and 
Easton (6). My down time/hobby consists of 
coaching them or watching them as they 
play all sorts of sports. Basketball, football, 
baseball, and golf keep us busy and we love 
it!  I relax by listening to/organizing music 
on my iPod and by reading, of course! A 
good cup of hot chocolate always helps, 
too!  
 
What deep dark secret would you like 
to share? 
 
Warning: You may gasp! As a kid, I would 
have done anything rather than go to the 
public library!  Irony, irony, irony!  
 
Name one of your personal or  
professional qualities that make you, 
or will make you, a leader in 21st  
century library and information  
centers. 
 
John Wooden once said, “Each member of 
your team has a potential for personal 
greatness; the leader’s job is to help them 
achieve it.” I have the understanding that 
every person has something they can  
contribute in reaching a common goal. My 
people skills will certainly make me a leader. 
It is pretty awesome to ignite the fuse of a 
firework (a child) and then sit back and 
enjoy the show (their successes)!  
 
What do you see as key future trends 
and challenges for Library Information 
Specialists? 
 
Technology with a capital T! Having the 
knowledge to guide students in the use of 
technology to seek and share information 
will be huge. We need to keep current and 
keep learning! Bring it on!  
 
What advice do you have for current 
Graduate Students? 
 
Allow yourself to grow beyond your own 
perceived limits. Take every opportunity 
to absorb the information shared in 
classes by both instructors and  
colleagues. Take risks. Ask questions. 
Make connections with your classmates. 
Remember how blessed we are to be 
able to go to college. Enjoy the ride! 
 
What do you think will be your leg-
acy in this profession? 
 
I hope to have a “productive noise”  
facility. Excited sharing of ideas and  
information is noisy.  I pray that I will be 
a non-shushing media specialist---the 
one that is “groovy, cool, da’ bomb, 
rocks, is sweet, is tite” or whatever the 
newest slang is for that adult who helped 
students feel valued, intelligent, and  
confident in their abilities.  
 
Thank you for contributing, Shanda! 
Best of luck this semester! 
Student Spotlight— 
Shanda Hall - 5th Grade Teacher and High Ability Learner (H.A.L.) Coordinator  
West Ward Building - Schuyler Community Schools 
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“One sure window into a 
person’s soul is his  
reading list.” 
 
~ Mary B.W. Tabor 
Announcements 
Scholarships, Registration, Comprehensive Exams, Graduation 
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“Give thy mind to 
books and  
libraries, and the 
literature and lore 
of the ages will 
give thee the  
wisdom of sage 
and seer.” 
 
~ Newell D. Hillis 
Scholarship Opportunities: 
 
Nebraska Library Association 
 
The NLA established the Louise A. Nixon 
Scholarship Fund to provide $1000.00 to 
any Nebraska student in pursuit of a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Library/Information Sci-
ence, or a Master’s Degree in a media 
program that meets the ALA/AASL curricu-
lum guidelines.  The $250.00 Duane 
Munson Scholarship is available to help 
practicing librarians and paraprofessionals 
to gain additional library-related education 
and training.  For submission and deadline   
information, visit the NLC at: 
http://www.nebraskalibraries.org/
scholarship.htm 
 
 
 
Nebraska Educational Media  
Association 
 
NEMA awards two $800.00 continuing 
education scholarships to school library 
Media Specialists and paraprofessionals 
who wish to gain additional professional 
training in the field on a full or part time 
basis.  For more information, visit NEMA 
at: http://schoollibrariesrock.org/ 
 
 
 
American Library Association 
 
The American Library Association and its 
units provide more than $300,000 annually 
for a Master’s Degree in library and infor-
mation studies from an ALA accredited  
program, or for a Master’s Degree in 
school library media that meets the ALA 
curriculum guidelines for a National Coun-
cil for Accreditation of Teacher  Education 
(NCATE).  The scholarship process is open 
annually from October-March.  Applica-
tions and reference forms are available 
during that time period.  Instructions and 
general information remain available year 
round. For a complete list of  
available scholarships, visit the ALA at:  
http://www.ala.org/Template.cfm?
Section=scholarships 
Registration Information: 
 
Fall 2009 Registration  
 
The Fall 2009 class schedule was made  
available on the Web on 3-20-09.  
Registration dates are as follows:  
 
4-6-09 grad students  
4-8-09 seniors  
4-10-09 juniors  
4-13-09 sophomores  
4-15-09 freshmen  
4-20-09 open registration 
 
If you have not yet done so, register as soon 
as possible.  Classes fill up quickly, and many 
have a waiting list! 
 
 
 
Comprehensive Exams: 
 
Selective Retention must be submitted and 
approved before students can register for 
comprehensive exams.  
 
The registration deadline is May 1st for 
those students taking comprehensive exams 
during the Summer 2009 semester!  
The registration deadline is September 
18th for students taking their Elementary 
Education comprehensive exams during the 
Fall 2009 semester, and September 25th 
for students taking their Reading or  
Secondary Education comprehensive  
exams during the Fall 2009 semester.  
 
To register, contact Joyce Jones in the  
Department of Teacher Education  
Phone: 402-554-2212 or  
1-800-858-8648, ext. 2212  
Email: jpjones@mail.unomaha.edu  
Graduation: 
 
Summer and Fall 2009 Graduation 
 
You must complete an Application for 
Degree during the semester in which you 
plan to graduate. Log into E-BRUNO and 
fill out the application on or before the 
deadline for that Graduation Ceremony.  
 
The application deadline is July 3rd for 
students planning to graduate during the  
Summer 2009 semester. The  
commencement ceremony is scheduled 
for August 14th.  
 
The application deadline is October 
16th for students planning to graduate 
during the Fall 2009 semester. The 
commencement ceremony is scheduled 
for December 18th.  
 
There is a $35 Application for Degree Fee 
payable at the time the application is 
submitted.  
 
After applying for your degree, visit the 
UNO Bookstore to order your cap, gown, 
and graduation announcements.  
Commencement ceremonies take place in 
the Civic Auditorium.  
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Upcoming Conferences, Professional Development and More!  
The Nebraska  
Educational  
Technology  
Association Annual 
Conference,  
Exploring New Territories,  is April  
23rd-24th at the new La Vista  
Conference Center.   
 
NETA is a grassroots organization open to 
everyone interested in sharing information 
about using technology in the educational 
process.  The 2-day spring conference 
brings together speakers of international 
significance to inspire us and provoke our 
thinking, along with more than a hundred 
breakout sessions featuring topics across 
the range of interests in educational  
technology. 
 
Keynote speakers for this year include: 
Hall Davidson, Director, Discovery  
Educator Network  (Thursday Keynote) 
While producing television series on  
education and technology, Hall  led a  
media consortium serving 17 districts and 
200,000 students. He joined Discovery 
Education in 2005 where he blogs, creates 
webinars, and works in educational  
partnerships as a director of the Discovery 
Educator Network, connecting thousands 
of teachers nationwide. He has spoken 
about technology and education to  
audiences around the world. Check out his 
Media Matters blog at: 
http://blog.discoveryeducation.com/
media_matters/ 
 
Stephanie A. Hamilton, Apple (Friday 
Keynote)  From classroom teacher to CIO 
of a large school district in Texas, few  
people have the breadth or depth of  
experience in K-12 education that  
Stephanie has. Her command of the issues 
and knowledge of the environment bring 
complete credibility in all aspects of the 
education enterprise. She can completely 
sympathize with educators' issues while 
still challenging them to do more with  
technology to the benefit of students.  
Since joining Apple in 2000, Stephanie has 
brought this experience to help define a 
blueprint for building a 21st Century  
Learning Environment, helping school  
leaders identify the critical factors for  
successful implementation of technology.  
 
Visit www.netasite.org for complete  
membership information and conference 
forms. 
The International  
Society for  
Technology in  
Education (ISTE) will 
be holding its  
National Education Computing  
Conference June 28th - July 1st 2009 
in Washington D.C.   
 
For almost 30 years, NECC has been the 
premier forum in which to learn, exchange, 
and survey the field of educational 
technology.  This annual conference -  
presented by ISTE and keyed to the  
National Educational Technology  
Standards (NETS) features hands-on  
workshops, lecture format, and interactive 
concurrent sessions, discussions with key 
industry leaders, and the largest  
educational technology exhibit in the  
nation.  To meet, network, and learn at 
more than 900 events while enjoying 
hands-on, interactive and collaborative 
workshops, register at http://
center.uoregon.edu/ISTE/NECC2009/
registration/.  Register by May 1st for Early 
Bird Rates.   
………………………………………………..
The ALA Annual  
Conference is scheduled 
for July 9th-15th in  
Chicago, IL.  For  
registration information, 
visit the ALA Events & 
Conferences webpage at:  
http://www.ala.org/ala/
events/alaregistration/
registration.cfm 
 
Registration opened January 5, 2009 and 
the bundle includes over 300 educational 
programs covering a variety of hot topics, 
over 2000 committee meetings and events, 
entrance to the exhibits, including the  
closing reception, the ALA President’s  
Program, the Opening General Session and 
Closing Session and the Auditorium 
Speaker Series. 
 
Tracks for this year’s conference highlight 
issues, trends, and best practices in the 
21st Century library and include:  
Administration and Leadership 
Literature and Cultural Programming 
Children and Young Adults
Collection Management  
Digital Information and Technologies 
Staff Development 
User Services 
And many, many more! 
AASL will hold its 14th National  
Conference and Exhibition November  
5th-8th, 2009 in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina.  The conference theme this year is 
“Rev Up Learning @ your library”.  The 
AASL is dedicated to insuring that all mem-
bers of the school library media field col-
laborate to: 
Provide leadership in the total        
education program 
Participate as active partners in the 
teaching and learning process 
Connect learners with ideas and    
information; and 
Prepare students for life-long learning, 
informed decision-making, a love of 
reading, and the use of information 
technologies. 
 
Fore more information about AASL or the 
upcoming conference, visit them at 
www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/aasl 
 
………………………………………………... 
The Nebraska Library Commission  
offers numerous professional  
development opportunities every year.  
The NLC’s Library Development team  
provides coordination and support services 
to all Nebraska libraries and media  
enters.  Library Development staff work 
regularly with local libraries, resource  
libraries, institutions, boards and citizen 
groups to develop improved library  
services and facilities.   
 
Upcoming training sessions include: 
 
I Blog, You Blog, Weblog 
Summer Reading Program 2009  
Style Your Website with CSS  
RSS: The Basics  
  
 
 
Please visit the NLC website calendar at:  
http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/scripts/libcal/
calbr.pl  for all registration dates and  
upcoming events for library training. 
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Library Media Specialist Training Day! 
Library Media Specialist Training Day - April 18, 2009 - UNO, Kayser Hall 
Sponsored by Eastern Library System and Nebraska Educational Media Association 
 
 
8:00-8:30 am Registration, Coffee and Rolls 
 
Session I (8:30-9:25) 
_____ Open Source Software - Paul Clark, UNO Room 541 
OR 
_____ Evaluating Your Collections - Nancy Larimer, Lincoln Public Schools Room 238 
 
Session II (9:30-10:25) 
_____ Teaching 21st Century Multiple Literacies - Gail Formanack, Omaha Public Schools Room 238 
 
10:30-10:45 Break 
 
Session III(10:45-11:45 am) 
_____ Book Reviews for Elementary - Sally Snyder, Nebraska Library Commission Room 238 
OR 
_____ Book Reviews for Middle and High School - Paul Christopherson, Millard Branch OPL Room 224 
 
NOON-12:30 Lunch 
 
Session IV (12:30-1:25 pm) 
_____ Copyright/Fair Use in the Dig. Environment., Marie Reidelbach, McGoogan Library of Med. Room 238 
OR 
_____ Geek Technology Tools, Karen Hein, UNO Room 541 
 
Session V (1:30-3:00 pm) 
_____ Hands On Book Repair - Gayle Roberts, Blair Public Library Room 238 
(Bring 1 or 2 books to repair) 
  
****Please Mark Sessions Attending**** 
 
Cost—$20 (includes lunch). Please register by April 13, 2009. Make checks to ELS and mail to: 
Eastern Library System  
11929 Elm Street, Suite 12 
Omaha, NE 68144 
 
402-330-7884 
ktooker@windstream.net 
 
 
Name               
School               
Email               
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Farewell from Bridget Kratt 
To my fellow students, peers, and colleagues, 
 
For the past two years I have had the honor and pleasure of serving as Dr. Pasco’s UNO Library Science 
Graduate Assistant.  It has been a wonderful experience; one that I will value forever.  
 
Because of Dr. Pasco’s passion, the School Library Media Program at UNO has empowered me to become a 
better Teacher, Instructional Partner, Information Specialist, and Program Administrator.  Dr. Pasco has  
mentored, challenged, encouraged, and prepared me for the amazing career that lies ahead, and I know that 
I can walk confidently into the doors of Horizon High School in Millard as a result of the knowledge and  
wisdom she has imparted on me.  Of course, we have also shared many laughs, hugs, and dinners along the 
way. 
 
Over the past two years, I have also had the pleasure of meeting and working with so many amazing school, 
public, and academic librarians.  We have collaborated on professional development projects, planned a 
statewide conference, and promoted the future of our libraries.  Thank you for these fantastic opportunities.  
You make me proud to belong to this profession. 
 
In addition, I have been fortunate enough to attend national conferences in Reno and Salt Lake City.  These 
conferences have reinforced my dedication to this profession, and broadened my vision of it.  I’m absolutely 
certain that the experiences I gained as a result of attending will allow me to prepare my students to meet 
the standards for the 21st-Century Learner. 
 
I believe in the quality, purpose, and strength of this program, and know that Dr. Pasco’s next Graduate  
Assistant will help continue to make it the nationally recognized program that it has become.  I’m certain his 
or her experiences will be just as memorable and celebrated as mine. 
 
I extend a huge thank you to all of you – I am eternally grateful for this experience!  I have to extend a  
special thank you to Dr. Pasco, who has become so important to me, my husband, and my children – it has 
been the ride of my life.  She is my 911 on speed dial!   
 
I hope you all enjoy your summer.  I plan to spend mine hanging out with family (Kylie and Brian are  
pictured below) at the beach, attending ALA National Conference in July and catching up on some great 
reads! 
 
I look forward to seeing you all at NEMA… and NETA… and ALA… and AASL…… 
 
Bridget 
 
“We cannot always build the  
future for our youth, but we can 
build our youth for the future.”  
 
~ Franklin D. Roosevelt 
